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Charlotte Mecklenburg Police Officer Z.S. Chickoree, left, speaks to protesters outside CMPD headquarters on East Trade Street in Charlotte 


on Saturday. 


City leaders declare 
state of emergency 
after demonstrations 


BY ALISON KUZNITZ AND FRED 
CLASEN-KELLY 


akuznitz@charlotteobserver.com 
frkelly@charlotteobserver.com 


Charlotte Mayor Vi Lyles and 
Mecklenburg County commis- 
sioners chair George Dunlap 
declared a state of emergency 
on Saturday. 

The move came after demon- 
strators protesting the killing of 
George Floyd on Friday night 


slashed tires on a police cruiser, 
smashed windows at a Char- 
lotte-Mecklenburg Police De- 
partment substation, broke into 
a grocery store and pelted offi- 
cers with water bottles along 
Beatties Ford Road in west 
Charlotte. 

Demonstrators said more 
protests were planned over the 
next several days. 

Lyles and Dunlap signed the 
joint order Saturday morning 


“to assist law enforcement ef- 


forts to respond to the protests,” 


according to an email County 
Manager Dena Diorio sent to 
top county leaders shortly after 
noon Saturday. 

“Civil unrest has created a 
state of emergency in the Coun- 
ty of Mecklenburg and the City 
of Charlotte,” the order says. 

Dunlap told the Observer that 
it is possible that officials im- 
pose a curfew. 


He also said that the National 
Guard could be deployed to 
protect property. 

“T think it’s fair for people to 
vent their frustrations but they 
need to do it in a peaceful way,” 
Dunlap said. 

Protests — mostly peaceful, 
sometimes destructive — have 
sprung up around the country 
since a viral video detailed how 
a white police officer on May 25 
in Minneapolis pinned Floyd to 
the ground face down and 
pressed his knee into his neck. 
Floyd, a 46-year-old African 
American, can be heard saying 
“I can’t breathe.” 

The officer has been fired and 
charged with third-degree mur- 
der. 

On Friday night, three officers 
in Charlotte suffered minor 
injuries and multiple police 
vehicles sustained damaged 


SEE PROTESTS, 2A 


Women in 
Charlotte 
hit hard by 
COVID-19 
job losses 


BY DANIELLE CHEMTOB AND 
GAVIN OFF 
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goff@charlotteobserver.com 


Sherika Kemp has been 
trying to hide her stress and 
tears from her four children 
as her savings quickly dwin- 
dle. 

Kemp, a 39-year-old sub- 
stitute teacher with Char- 
lotte-Mecklenburg Schools, 
had her last day of work in 
March. She applied for unem- 
ployment, but the state de- 
nied her because she didn’t 
earn enough to qualify. 

She has applied for more 
than a dozen jobs since then 
while balancing taking care 
of her daughters: 4-year-old 
twins, an 11-year-old and a 
14-year-old. 

Though she has two mas- 
ter’s degrees in Human Rela- 
tions, Kemp still hasn’t been 
able to find a job in her field. 
And even if she does get 
hired somewhere, she’s wor- 
ried about the risk of con- 
tracting COVID-19. 

“There’s still that fear in 
the back of my mind like I’m 
putting myself and my kids in 
danger by possibly getting a 
job,” she said. “But I need to 
work - I’ve got to provide for 
my children, as well.” 

As COVID-19 devastates 
the economy, women are 
bearing the brunt of the job 
losses. 

Women between the ages 
of 20 and 64 make up about 
37% of the state’s labor force, 
according to census data. Yet 
58% of the nearly 835,000 
workers who filed N.C. un- 
employment claims in March 
and April were women, state 
data show. 
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Charlotte could pay millions 
in damages if it cancels RNC 


BY FRED CLASEN-KELLY AND 
AUSTIN WEINSTEIN 
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If the city of Charlotte tries to 
shut down the Republican Na- 
tional Convention because of 
concerns about coronavirus, it 
could cost tens of millions of 
dollars in damages. 

North Carolina Gov. Roy 
Cooper and Charlotte Mayor Vi 
Lyles have not answered wheth- 


er the convention will take place 
in uptown in August. Both have 
said the decision will be based 
on safety and data. 

But under a contract the city 
signed two years ago, RNC 
organizers could ask the courts 
to force Charlotte to host the 
event or pay millions of dollars 
in damages if city leaders don’t 
allow the event to happen, ac- 
cording to Charlotte’s head 
attorney and three city council 
members. 


Republican City Council 
member Ed Driggs told the 


Observer that a city attorney has 
told officials there is a likelihood 


the courts would rule against 
Charlotte if it did not follow the 
terms of the contract. 

“Tt is not going to be easy for 
anyone to say ‘We’re out,’ ” 
Driggs said. “This is a legal, 
commercial and political mine- 
field.” 


DAVID T. FOSTER III dtfoster@charlotteobserver.com 


Logos for the upcoming 2020 Republican National Convention are 
displayed inside the Spectrum Center during a media event last 
SEE RNC, 4A November. 
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